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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION :	 FM SINGH IINDIA, )

OCTOBER 5, 1972. 1 1: 30 A .M .

WALDORF 35A: PART I OF
I I I


INDIAN ALLEGATIONS : REGARDING

CIA ACTIVITIE S


1 .	 PARTICIPANTS : INDIA - FOREIGN MINISTER SINGH :

AMBASSADOR SEN, UN AMBASSADOR JHA, US : US - TH E

S E C RETARY, MR . PEDERSEN, MR . SISCO, MR . BRAY, MR .

SCHNEIDER . COUNTRY DIRECTOR (REPORTING OFFICER) .


2 . SUMMARY : SECRETARY INDICATED USG PERPLEXED B Y

MRS . GANDHI'S ALLEGATIONS REGARDING CIA ACTIVITIES .

SING INSISTED INDIA HAD ITS OWN REPORTS PROVIN G

IMPROPER CIA ACTIVITIES . CLAIMED THESE ACTIVITIES MIGH T

NOT BE KNOWN TO US POLI C Y OFFICIALS AS IT WELL KNOWN CI A

WAS SEPARATE FROM ADMINISTRATION AND FUNCTIONED I N

INDEPENDENT MANNER . SECRETARY SAID THIS CLEARLY NO T

TRUE. USG HAD NO DESIRE INTERFERE IN INDIAN AFFAIR S

AND INDIA THOUGHT IT HAD EVIDENCE AGAINS T CIA I T

SHOULD PRESENT IT PRIVATELY . THE SECRETARY STRONGL Y

CRITICIZED GOI FOR MAKING STATEMENT I N

PUBLIC AND CLAIMING IT WAS UP TO CIA TO DISPROV E

ALLEGATIONS. SAID SUCH FALSE CHARGES WOULD HAVE MOST
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HARMFUL EFFECT ON US/INDIA RELATIONS .


3. SECRETARY INITIATED DISCUSSION THIS SUBJECT SAYIN G 
HF WAS PERPLEXED AT PRIME MINISTER GANDHI'S PUBLI C 
REM ARKS REGARDI N G CIA ACTIVITIES IN INDIA . INITIALL Y 
SINGH TRIED TO SIDE STEP ISSUE IN LIGHTHEARTED MANNE R 
SAYING MRS . GANDH I PAID COMPLIMENT TO CIA FO R 
ITS ACTIVITIES . SECRETAR Y REPLIED THIS CLEARL Y 
NOT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF HER REMARK AND SISCO SET OU T 
DETAILS OF ALLEGATIONS BY CONGRESS PRESIDENT AND CHIE F 
MINISTERS WHICH MADE CLEAR TO US PRIME MINISTER'S MEANIN G 

4. SINGH THEN SHIFTED TAC T IC REFERRING TO PREVIOU S 
DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY OF THIS SUBJECT . SAI D 
WHILE PERHAPS IT IS NOT EASY FO R EITHER SIDE T O 
PROVE WHAT TAKING P LACE, IT HAS NOT BEEN DIFFICULT FO R 

GOI TO COME TO KNOW or CIA ACTIVITIES . GOI HAS ITS OW N 
SOURCES AND KNOWS THAT CIA HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WIT H 
PEOPLE IN INDIA IN "ABNORMAL WAYS" . S AID GOT AWAR E 
FUNCTION OF SUCH INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATIONS IS TO GE T 
INFORMA TION, AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE . FOR EXAMPLE, GO I 
HAD INFORMATION THAT PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS WORKIN G 
COMMITTEE WERE KNOWN TO US OFFICIALS WITHIN TWO HOUR S 
OF MEETINGS . SAID WHEN THIS HAPPENS IT OFFENDS PEOPLE . 
SINGH CONCLUDED THAT IT WOULD BE GOOD IF AS RESUL T 
PRESENT CONTROVERSY ACTIVITIES OF AMERICANS IN INDI A 
WOULD BECOME MORE CAUTIOUS . 

IN REPL Y SECRETARY SAID HE COULDN' T EMPHASIZE TO O 
MUCH HOW HARMFUL THESE FALSE ACCUSATIONS ARE TO US / 

INDIA RELATIONS . PARTICULARLY DISTURBIN G 
WAS PRI M E MINISTER' S STATEMEN T THAT INDIA DI D 
NOT HAVE TO PROVE ACTIVITIES BUT THAT IT WAS UP To CI A 

TO DISP R O V E THEM . THIS WAS OFFENSIVE AND CONTRARY T O 
OUR DEMOCRATIC TRADITIONS . SECRETARY TOOK PARTICULA R 
EXCEPTION TO INDIA'S MAKING CHARGES IN PUBLIC SAYIN G 

PRESIDE N T NIXON FEELS AS STRONGLY ABOUT THIS AS HE DOES . 

SAID IF INDIA HAS SUSPICIONS IT SHOULD RAISE THEM WIT H 

USG PRIVATELY FIRST. SAID WE WOULD EXAMINE THE M 
AND IF NECESSARY TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTION . 

5.


6. SINGH CONTINUED THAT CIA IS KNOWN TO ACT IN WAYS NOT 
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IN INTEREST OF ESTABLISHED GOVERNMENTS . INDIA IS NO T

EXCEPTION TO THIS, WHILE INDIA DOES NOT HAVE JUDICIA L

PROOF -- AND PREFERS NOT TO RESORT TO USE O F

TAPE RECORDERS AND OTHER DEVICES TO PRODUCE SUC H

PROOF -- IT HAS NO DOUBT ABOUT ACTIVITIES . SING H

THEN SAID HE WAS SURE SECRE T A R Y KNEW T HA T CI A 
SOMETIMES FUNCTIONED IN WAYS NOT KNOWN TO POLICY LEVE L

OFFICIALS OF ADMINISTRATION AND ON OCCASION MA Y B E

RELUCTANT TO SEND INFORMATION REGARDING THEI R

ACTIVITIES TO SUCH OFFICIALS . CLAIMED CIA WAS SEPARAT E

FROM ADMINISTRATION, SAYING THERE WAS GENERA L

UNDER S TANDING CIA ACTED ON ITS OWN .


7.	 SECRETARY REPLIED THIS IS CLEARLY NOT SO.	 WE

KNOW PRECISELY WHAT SUCH ORGANIZATIONS DO. FURTHERMORE ,

USG HASN'T SLIGHTEST INTEREST IN INTERFERING IN INDIA .

SISCO EMPHASIZED THAT AMBASSADOR KEATING HAD KNOW N

EVERYTHING ABOUT CIA IN INDIA. HE HAD BEEN SCRUPULOU S

IN I N QUIRING OF GOI FOR SPECIFIC ALLEGATION S

WHICH HE COULD LOOK INTO. WE HAD PURSUED THIS ISSUE WIT H

GOI IN 1970 AND IT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO BACKUP CHARGES.

WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GET INTO DIALOGUE WITH GOI BU T

THESE ALLEGATIONS POISON ATMOSPHERE .


8. SECRETARY THEN REPEATED THAT US HADN'T ANY INTERES T 
WHATSOEV ER IN CREATING DIFFICULTIES WITHIN INDIA . 
INQUIRED AGAIN WHY GOI HAD MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS . SUC H 
STATEMENTS GAVE US THE IMPRESSION INDIA EITHER DELIBERATEL Y 
TRYING TO CAUSE T R OUBLE O R A LITTLE PARANOIAC . I F 
INDIA MAKES THESE UNSUBSTANTIATED CHARGES THIS WILL B E

HARMFUL TO OUR RELATIONS .


GDS .

ROGERS
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